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Next Meeting 

  
June 9, 2015 6:00pm 

 
Bill Crown’s Estate at 

 
7572 South 10th St. 

 

Our June event will be the annual 

end of year picnic at Bill Crown’s 

house. 

To find Bill’s place exit 131 at Centre 
Street, go west to the flasher at 10th 
St., turn north and watch for 7572 on 

the left or west side of the street.  
Bill’s home is just north of the bike 
path and has a wraparound porch. 

 
 

Grilled burgers and chicken courtesy 
of the guild. Bring yourself, a 

significant other, a dish to pass, 
salad, dessert or your favorite 

whatever. If you like it everybody 
else probably will too. Better bring 

lawn chairs and your favorite 
beverage. 

And please RSVP to 
wcrown@sbcglobal.net 

or 375-1594 

The May meeting was held at the Michigan 

Career and Technical Institute (MCTI) just NE 

of Plainwell.  For those not familiar with MCTI; 

their mission statement says it all: “The 

Michigan Career and Technical Institute 

(MCTI) conducts vocational and technical 

training programs and provides the supportive 

services needed to prepare Michigan citizens 

with disabilities for competitive employment.” 

  Their mission is fulfilled at a beautiful 

campus on Pine Lake.  There is dorm for 

single students and apartments for married 

students with families.  The programs offered 

at MCTI include but are not limited to: 

 Automotive Technician  

 Cabinetmaking and Millwork  

 Certified Nursing Assistant  

 Culinary  

 Custodial  

 Customer Service  

 Electronics  

 Graphic Communications  

 Grounds Maintenance and 
Landscaping  

 Machine Technology  

 Office Automation  

 Pharmacy Technician  

 Retail Marketing  

 Weatherization 
 
The guild was invited out to the MCTI cabinet 
and millwork shop by Jim Wellever, their 
Cabinetmaking/Millwork Training Instructor.  In 
addition to Jim, many of the students were on 
hand to demonstrate and explain machinery 
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setup and operation.  The school grounds look like a summer retreat and are very 
alluring to all who stop by and are fortunate enough to attend.  The school serves 
300+ students, has a placement rate of 80%+, with 13~14 trades taught in 4-7 
terms that are 10 weeks long.  A brief history of the school follows: 
 
1944  Facilities leased to the State of Michigan, by W.K. Kellogg Foundation, for 
rehabilitation of returning World War II veterans and other citizens of Michigan.  

1947  Property and facilities deeded to State of Michigan to "promote the health, 
education and welfare of mankind..." 

1952  Named Michigan Veteran's Vocational School and established as a state institution under the State Board of 
Education. 

1959  Name changed to Michigan Rehabilitation Institute. 

1964  350-bed dormitory constructed. 

1968  Name changed to State Technical Institute and Rehabilitation Center (STIRC). 

1971  First female student enrolled in STIRC. 

1974  Addition of health and recreation complex. 

1995  Name changed to the Michigan Career and Technical Institute (MCTI). 

1999  Construction of Pine Lake Family Center providing housing and daycare for students with families attending MCTI. 

Jim gave us a background on the state of the industry this training program 
targets.  He indicated there are about 100 local companies in SW Michigan that 
need a skilled workforce trained by MCTI.  Today 70% of the workforce is over 50 
years old.  As people retire there will be a demand for skilled replacements.  While 
there will be a demand for workers, fewer people are entering this industry.  The 
machine technology is making up for the smaller workforce.  This also allows 
companies to compete with low cost labor.  Some of the more advanced 
machines can replace workers at a 5:1 ratio. More than half of the upcoming 
workforce is being filled by women. 
 

While there were familiar pieces of equipment in the back of the shop such as table and band saws, sanders and routers; 
the heavy CNC machinery stole the show.  Jim said the automated machinery is not owned by the school, but is on free 
lease to the school by the manufacturers.  This arrangement benefits the manufacturer by assuring there is a trained 
workforce for their customer base.  Watching the machinery in action, it becomes apparent that proficient training is 
extensive.  One of the saws we observed was a Raimann rip optimization machine with up to five saw blades.  This 
machine is built in Tauberbischofsheim, Germany by the Michael Weinig Group.  (No, I’m not making up 
Tauberbischofsheim, Germany, maybe Wolf Lugauer has been there).  Students must learn machine setup, programming 
and optimal use of lumber.  This particular machine uses an infeed table that actually cost more than the saw itself, over 
$500K.  On the infeed table, the board is analyzed and cuts optimized based on the operator input.  Red laser lines will be 
projected on the board to provide a visual of the cut lines.  Once the layout is confirmed, the board is conveyed over to 
and fed through the blade in seconds. 
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We watched a six head molding machine mill a semi-truck profile along a length of oak.  The profile was designed by one 
of the students for his employer.  There is a tool shop on hand where students learn to make the cutter head profiles as 
well as a Machine Technology program to learn the tool and die business.  The changeover of the six head machine is 
tool less and takes about five minutes for a trained student.  Compare that to 45 minute change over time on previous 
generation machinery.  The truck profile was moved over to an automated chop saw with a vision system.  The vision 
system picked up orange chalk marks made by the operator on the milled board to skip over defects and knots. 

The feed rates these machines are capable of is astounding.  One of the students has been processing stair case railings 
at 600 ft/min.  Traditional flooring yield rates are around 60%.  A well programed and operated CNC machine can push 
that rate up to 70%.   
 
The facility has a massive dust collection system that is equally impressive.  The dust is collected in a large blue cyclone 
outside the shop.  At the bottom of the cyclone the dust is compressed into small cubes for burning.  After the machines 
were shut down the students were on hand to answer questions about training, the school, jobs and anything else.  It was 
a great opportunity to get the total picture of the school’s program.   
 

Even though it is a bit of a drive out to Pine lake, it was well worth it to see start of the art machinery in action and more so 
the service MCTI is providing to it’s students.  Jim indicated the school will provide its services to the general public, 
doughnuts go a long way to covering the labor costs.  I will be in touch with Jim to get more information on the types of 
services provided. 

 
From George Armstrong:  Starting the evening of July 9

th
, there will be a  wood turning retreat in Cedar Springs MI being 

put on by the Grand River Woodturners.  It will last through Saturday evening.  I spoke with event organizer, Ron 
Campbell (616-460-7005) and it is a well-organized event.  Look for a separate e-mail that includes their announcement of 
hands on classes and instructors.  Registration is required and is $50 for all three days. 
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    Guild  Officers                

President - Bill Crown                  375-1594                                     

Vice President - Al Collison         685-8428                                  

Treasurer - Mike Cline                 685-0535                                              

Newsletter Ed. - Scott McDavid   544-2177  

Secretary - Douglas Lynes         324-1449 

Photographer – Gary Doyle  273-8035
  

 

Woodworkers Guild of S.W. 

Michigan 

 7572 S. 10
th

 St                                            

Kalamazoo MI  49009 

Andy Jean’s 

Sawmill                                                  

7616 W. Main           

Oshtemo, MI 

Cell    269-808-6230   

Hardwood and Softwood  

Professional Milling and           

Kiln Drying      

J&J 

Paint & Glass   

Steve Klok Scott Miracle 

Everything in Glass 

 

509 East Vine St. 

Kalamazoo MI 49001 

 

Ph 269-344-2834 

Fax 269-344-0378 

 

Serving SW MI since 1954 

Douglas & Son   

Inc. 

Everyone’s 

Favorite                  

Paint & Wallpaper                               

Store. 

 231 West Cedar St.   

Kalamazoo MI 49007             

(269) 344- 2860                 

 www.douglas&son.com 

 

 

 

4900749007bbbbbbb

bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb

bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb

bbbbbbbb   

THE HERITAGE    

COMPANY       
Architectural Salvage 

and Supply Buy and 

Sell old woodwork, 

doors windows and all 

other old house parts.  

 

Open  Wed – Sat  11-5 

269-385-1004 

150N. Edwards 

Kalamazoo, MI 49007 

 

WOODCRAFT 
4265 28th St. SE 

Grand Rapids, MI  
616-957-9663   

woodcraftmich550@sbcglobal.net 
Directions 

New Hwy 6 E. off 131 to   
M-37, N. to 28th St., Right 

on 28th, One mile from   
M-37 North 

Just East of Paris Ave. 
Next to Design Quest on 

your left. 
Gary Foote, Owner 

S E L E C T 
MILLWORK 
COMPANY 
BILL ADAMS 
PRESIDENT 

960 
INDUSTRIAL 

PARKWAY 
PLAINWELL MI 

49080 
PH 269-685 2646 
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IN MEMORENDUM 
 

It is with great sadness that we have to say goodbye to these very special affiliates of the 
Kalamazoo Woodworkers Guild.  Just like a plane to a rough piece of wood each of these individuals 
have shaped and changed our lives, and helped us to become more beautiful human beings.  We 
look back thankful for the joy and companionship they have shared with us.  We will miss you. 

 
   
 
 
  Mike Koss fellow wood worker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Dean BeGuhl fellow wood worker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Judy Ferguson wife of Neil Ferguson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vickie Smith wife of Don Smith 


