
Woodworkers Guild  1 

Woodworkers Guild 
of 

Southwestern Michigan – http://www.woodguild.org   January 2016          

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

1 

Next Meeting 
  

January 12, 2016 7:00pm 
 

Homestead Furniture and Cabinetry 
Located in the Parks Trade Building 

326 W. Kalamazoo Ave 
 

Homestead Furniture is in the 
southwest section of the Park Trade 
Center.  Enter the shop from the west 
side of the building.  Parking is 
available on the west side across the 
street from the Park Trade Center. 
 

Agenda:  Dennis Dahl will discuss his 

technique to build a small table along 

with his pearls of wisdom that he has 

learned over the years. 

Bring a chair, pencil and note pad as 

Dennis always has several gold 

nuggets of knowledge to pass along. 

Be mindful of the equipment by not 

leaning on or setting on the equipment 

or their associated out feed tables.  

Considerable time has been spent on 

setup and alignment. 

Note: Guild meetings will be canceled if 

Kalamazoo Public Schools or activities 

are closed due to inclement weather. 

 

The December meeting was held 

downtown Kalamazoo at Rob 

Chamberlin’s workshop.  We found 

Rob’s shop in the basement of 309 E. 

Water Street.  The building is located 

just behind Water Street Coffee Joint.  

Rob shares that space with 18 year co-

tenant Rock Bartley.  Their two shops 

are hidden just below street level and 

are packed full of an array of 

woodworking equipment.   

  The members milled around looking at 

the equipment, shop, finishing room 

and works in progress prior to start of 

the meeting.  Bill Crown called the 

meeting to order and briefly covered 

guild business and welcomed guests.  

The meeting was turned over to Rob 

and after introductions he walked us 

through a slide presentation of his work 

and woodworking journey.   

  Rob began working on old houses and 

observing and learning how things were 

put together, the techniques used and 

why things were done a certain way.  

He learned from builders, craftsman 

doing restoration and built lasting 

relationships.  He was fortunate to 
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spend considerable time over a summer at the Center for Furniture Craftsmanship in Maine.  Most people 
spend a week or two there taking a specific class.  Rob mentioned that Dennis Dahl had attended classes 
there at the beginning of his woodworking carrier.   

 
He has done a lot of home restoration work for builders, clients and his own house.  He will build on 
commission unique pieces of furniture, repair and replicate architectural woodwork.  His first shop was a single 
car garage space that he organized into a very efficient shop.  He talked about his biggest struggle is probably 
the emotional part of being self-employed and educating the public on the values of craftsmanship.  He has 
been at this for over 18 years.  His favorite tool varies and is best described as “all of them”.  Clients find him 
through word of mouth, relationships through home builders and his growing website.   

 
Rob purchases wood from familiar places such as Handley’s, Johnson’s Workbench and is always on the 
lookout for dried wood that a farmer may have squirreled away for years.  He will purchase good material 
without a need, knowing someday soon it will get used.   
 
He has a great story of a client that he had built a walnut table for.  The client’s children had done homework 
on the table and over time their writing impressions had transferred to the table top.  The client wanted the top 
sanded smooth and refinished.  Rob responded with a promise to fix the table if the client would just wait a few 
years.  If after a few years when the children had grown up and moved on, and those impressions had not 
become cherished and priceless, then he would sand it smooth.  Only time will tell. 
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Rob shared with us an encounter with Sam Maloof.  While in 
California he decided to drive out to Sam’s shop.  Sam was there 
and welcomed his visit.   
 
One of Rob’s largest projects is the bar top he made for Bell’s 
brewery, just across the street from his shop.  The top is curved 
over its 30 foot span.  The curve is made up of many hand fitted 
and cold bend laminations.  He used a Waterlox finish to provide 
protection, but also to allow the history and life of the bar to be 
imparted to the top. 
 
Rob wrapped up his presentation and gave us a tour of his shop 
along with co-tenant Rock Bartley.  After the tour and some Q&A, Rob, Rock and guild members strolled over 
to Bell’s to check out the bar, other projects that Rob and Rock have done for the brewery along with Bell’s 
own craftsmanship.  It was a great evening exploring a hidden shop and glimpsing into the work and life of two 
incredible craftsmen.   Thanks to Rob and Rock for a wonderful evening.  Rob’s web page can be found at 
www.rchamberlinwoodworking.com 
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    Guild  Officers                

President - Bill Crown                  375-1594                                     

Vice President - Al Collison         685-8428                                  

Treasurer - Mike Cline                 685-0535                                              

Newsletter Ed. - Scott McDavid   544-2177  

Secretary - Douglas Lynes         324-1449 

Photographer – Gary Doyle  273-8035
  

 

Woodworkers Guild of S.W. 

Michigan 

 7572 S. 10
th

 St                                            

Kalamazoo MI  49009 

Andy Jean’s 

Sawmill                                                  

7616 W. Main           

Oshtemo, MI 

Cell    269-808-6230   

Hardwood and Softwood  

Professional Milling and           

Kiln Drying      

J&J 

Paint & Glass   

Steve Klok Scott Miracle 

Everything in Glass 

 

509 East Vine St. 

Kalamazoo MI 49001 

 

Ph 269-344-2834 

Fax 269-344-0378 

 

Serving SW MI since 1954 

Douglas & Son   

Inc. 

Everyone’s 

Favorite                  

Paint & Wallpaper                               

Store. 

 231 West Cedar St.   

Kalamazoo MI 49007             

(269) 344- 2860                 

 www.douglas&son.com 
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THE HERITAGE    

COMPANY       
Architectural Salvage 

and Supply Buy and 

Sell old woodwork, 

doors windows and all 

other old house parts.  

 

Open  Wed – Sat  11-5 

269-385-1004 

150N. Edwards 

Kalamazoo, MI 49007 

 

WOODCRAFT 
4265 28th St. SE 

Grand Rapids, MI  
616-957-9663   

woodcraftmich550@sbcglobal.net 
Directions 

New Hwy 6 E. off 131 to   
M-37, N. to 28th St., Right 

on 28th, One mile from   
M-37 North 

Just East of Paris Ave. 
Next to Design Quest on 

your left. 
Gary Foote, Owner 

S E L E C T 
MILLWORK 
COMPANY 
BILL ADAMS 
PRESIDENT 

960 
INDUSTRIAL 

PARKWAY 
PLAINWELL MI 

49080 
PH 269-685 2646 

 

  

mailto:woodcraftmich550@sbcglobal.net


Woodworkers Guild  5 

 


