Woodworkers Guild
of
Southwestern Michigan – http://www.woodguild.org November 2016
Next Meeting
November 8, 2016 7:00pm
Al Collison’s Shop at
10292 Douglas Ave.

Take Douglas North to Cooper, it is 2 ½
miles North of Cooper, on the right
(East) side. Or you can take 131 to D
ave East to Douglas and turn left,
(North). Al will have an orange cone
and flashing light out to get your
attention.
Agenda: Joe Beam custom furniture
presentation. Check out
www.beamcustom.com for a preview of
Joe’s work.

Don’t forget to build and bring toy cars,
trucks, tractors or any other imaginative
vehicle for the annual guild donation to
the Gospel Mission and Portage
Community Center.

The October meeting was a field trip to
Figures of Wood. David Lewis and
Brad Loker provided the guild with a
tour of their saw mill and operations. A
visit to their mill a few days prior to the
meeting prompted a decision to move
the guild meeting up one hour early to
make the most of the fading daylight.
About 30 members made the trek out to
7443 N. Sprinkle Road, roughly three
miles north of the Gull Road - Sprinkle
Road intersection.
Figures of Wood maintains an active
Facebook page that has many photos
of their work, events and business
information.
They specialize in thick
slab 2”~3” with live edges left intact.
The slabs are for sale or turned into
highly figured and polished pieces of
furniture.
We were provided a walking tour of
their storage of kiln dried slabs along
with a vast supply of rough cut lumber
drying in the open air. They have had
to learn the art of drying thick slabs and
ways of consistently removing moisture.
It is not unusual to have huge moisture
variation throughout a single slab.
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The vertical slabs are 3” thick, about 3’ wide and ~ 12’ tall. The selling price
starts around $2K and goes up from there. There are plenty of smaller slabs
available for mere mortals of woodworking.

We took a walk out past their solar kiln to the air drying stacks of lumber. In addition to the solar kiln they have
an industrial kiln adjacent to their work shop.
There were several discussions going on
around the drying process and types of
woods. It sounds like there is a strong
market for the spalted and ambrosia
maple. They are creating their own supply
by storing maple under sawdust mound.
Burrells are also a valuable commodity
and there is a pile of burrells for the picking
via chainsaw.
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They fired up their Wood-Mizer
and invited members to give it
a whirl, George Wade was the
only daredevil in our group.
Maintaining the live edge has
its challenges. Since there is
no leading debarking cutter, the
saw bands have a short live.

We gathered in their shop and enjoyed doughnuts from Sweetwater, cold cider and milk along with other
beverages. David and Brad walked us through a slide show presentation of their work, much of which can be
found on their Facebook page. They explained their work process, sanding and finishing options. They use
lacquer, often catalyzed lacquer. Both David and Brad left their jobs about April a year ago and pursued this
endavor full time. They recalled only doing about five art shows/fairs last year all local to MI. They have been
able to maintain this buisness and keep it growing by mostly word of mouth.

We were given free access to their extensive pile of scrap destined for their
wood stove. Many members snagged prized and figured pieces of wood for
the guild toy car build, among other projects.
The evening drew to a close and members slowly made their way to their cars
in the darkened evening. David and Brad were gracious hosts and it was a
great evening to learn about their business and another local saw mill.

Editors note: Primal Woods out of Hartford MI has
joined as a guild sponsor. See our sponsors page.
Thanks to Mike Cline for making this connection. I
will be making edits to the sponsor page in future
editions to provide a improved layout that
accomodates the sponsors.
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Woodworkers Guild of S.W.
Michigan
7572 S. 10th St
Primal Woods Hartford, MI

Kalamazoo MI 49009

Portable and Alaskan Sawmill
Services
Email: john@primalwoods.com
Web: http://www.primalwoods.com
www.facebook.com\primalwoods
269-222-0101 John @ X700

Douglas & Son
Inc.
Everyone’s
Favorite
Paint & Wallpaper
Store.
231 West Cedar St.

Andy Jean’s
Sawmill

J&J
Paint & Glass

7616 W. Main

Steve Klok Scott Miracle

Oshtemo, MI

Everything in Glass

Cell

269-808-6230

509 East Vine St.
Kalamazoo MI 49001

Hardwood and Softwood
Professional Milling and
Kiln Drying

Ph 269-344-2834
Fax 269-344-0378

Kalamazoo MI 49007
(269) 344- 2860

Serving SW MI since 1954

www.douglas&son.com

THE HERITAGE
COMPANY

WOODCRAFT

Architectural Salvage
and Supply Buy and
Sell old woodwork,
doors windows and all
4900749007bbbbbbb
other old house parts.
bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb

woodcraftmich550@sbcglobal.net

bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb
Open Wed – Sat 11-5
269-385-1004
bbbbbbbb
150N. Edwards
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

4265 28th St. SE
Grand Rapids, MI
616-957-9663

Directions
New Hwy 6 E. off 131 to
M-37, N. to 28th St., Right
on 28th, One mile from
M-37 North
Just East of Paris Ave.
Next to Design Quest on
your left.
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SELECT
MILLWORK
COMPANY
BILL ADAMS
PRESIDENT
960
INDUSTRIAL
PARKWAY
PLAINWELL MI
49080
PH 269-685 2646

