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Next meeting:
November 13, 2018 @
7:00pm
Al Collison’s Shop at
10292 Douglas Ave.

The October meeting was opened by Bill Crown (President) with 37 members and guests
present. After a brief introduction of the guild to guests, Bill opened things up to show and
tell. Thom Kelley and Art Wurfel have been busy as usual. Thom came with a bright blue
Masonic emblem roughly 2’ square with a trailer hitch post mounted. This will fit the trailer
hitch on the back of his Corvette. Art had completed a flag box. And for the annual toy
drive, he constructed jewelry boxes from flooring scraps and wooden cars with a pedestal
mount.

Take Douglas North to Cooper,
it is 2 ½ miles North of Cooper,
on the right (East) side. Or you
can take 131 to D ave East to
Douglas and turn left, (North).
Al will have an orange cone
and flashing light out to get
your attention.

Agenda: Chris Garzella, construction Trades Instructor at the
VanBuren Technology Center,
and Adjunct Instructor for the
WMU Woodshop program will
speak.
Don’t forget to bring your toys for
the annual Christmas project.

Ron Princing also delivered a batch of toy trucks that rival the air planes that he made last
year.

From RSL Hardwoods, formerly
Handley’s hardwood.
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The meeting was turned over to the featured speaker, Dan French. Dan is retired after a 30 year career as an 8th grade
science teacher at Portage Northern Middle School. In his retirement he was given a basket making kit by his daughter and
daughter-inlaw to keep him busy. His neighbors happened to be former basket makers and provided insight to the process.
Being a snowbird, winters in Florida brought limited space for craft and hobbies. So he tried his hand and a weaving miniature baskets, using 1/32” weave material and obviously found success. He does not track time to make a basket, as that
varies on design and complexity, but offered 8 hours would be typical amount of time. He was able to track down a fellow
weaver in NY that made his living from making and selling the miniature baskets at a cost of over $1200 each. Dan sells
some of his baskets in $40-$50 price range at the Midwest Miniatures Museum next to the Gilmore Car Museum.

While in Florida he was introduced to chip carving. He has been chip carving for 6~7 years. He carves with bass wood and
finds butternut to be a fantastic material to work with. Occasionally cherry and walnut are used, but their hardness is a deterrent. Dan’s wife urged him along to make different things as his skill grew. Christmas tree ornaments, refrigerator magnets and cross were among her requests. Dan let us know his wife gives him 49% say and everything and many members
felt that was very generous of her. To listen to Dan talk it sound like the two have a wonderful relationship and one can only
imagine Dan responding to each of her requests with “as you wish”. The patterns he uses are from books and a catalog that
contained patterns from 100 years ago. Elmer's glue sticks are used to adhere patterns to the wood as it is relative easy to
clean up with water and a paper towel. He cuts the wood at a 65 degree angle, holding the knife at a 60 degrees, a finger
and thumb on the board with the knife making the third leg of a triangle. He makes the cross grain cut first and cuts right up
the line, but keeps the line. Dan said the chip carving biggest requirements are time and patience. Dan uses a carving knife
he purchased in Florida and made by John Dunkle, a knife maker in Archbold Ohio. John also supplies a stropping board and
compound called Blue Velvet. Dan commented that is the shadow lines that make chip carvings pop and come to life.
Thanks Dan for proving the guild with an enjoyable and informative meeting.

George Grundy
1935 - 2018
It is with a heavy heart that I report the passing of past guild member
George Grundy Saturday, October 20, 2018 in Kalamazoo. He died in his sleep
of a heart attack. Many will remember George as an active member of the guild
until the past few years when he struggled with health issues. He was on the
mend and made it to a recent meeting with the intention of getting active
again. George was laid to rest at Ft. Custer National Cemetery in Augusta, MI.
He is survived by his wife.
Respectfully,
Bill Crown
Guild President

The Woodworks Guild of South West Michigan is a

Woodworkers Guild of S.W.
Michigan

group of hobbyist and professional woodworkers of diverse woodworking interests that meet monthly to share

7572 S. 10th St
Kalamazoo MI 49009

knowledge and craftsmanship skills that serve the many
facets of woodworking.

Guild Officers
President - Bill Crown
Vice President - Al Collison
Treasurer – Ted Maxon
Web - Mike Cline
Newsletter Ed. - Scott McDavid
Secretary - Douglas Lynes
Photographer – Neal Ferguson

Meetings are held second Tuesday of each month from

375-1594
685-8428
477-2577
685-0535
544-2177
324-1449
624-6837

September through May. Meeting time is 7:00pm at a
local shop or location of interest.
Annual member ship dues are $25/year.
Find us on the web at www.woodguild.org

Guild Sponsors:

Douglas & Son Inc.

Primal Woods
Hartford, MI
Portable and Alaskan
Sawmill Services
Email: john@primalwoods.com
Web:
www.primalwoods.com/sawyers<br
www.facebook.com\primalwoods
269-222-0101 John @ X700

Andy Jean’s

Everyone’s Favorite

Sawmill

4265 28th St. SE
Grand Rapids, MI

Paint & Wallpaper

7616 W. Main

Store.

woodcraftmich550@sbcglobal.net

Oshtemo, MI

231 West Cedar St.
Kalamazoo MI 49007
(269) 344- 2860
www.douglas&son.com

Cell

269-808-6230

Hardwood and Softwood
Professional Milling and
Kiln Drying

SELECT
J&J
Paint & Glass
Steve Klok Scott Miracle

Everything in Glass
509 East Vine St.
Kalamazoo MI 49001
Ph 269-344-2834
Fax 269-344-0378
Serving SW MI since 1954

MILLWORK
COMPANY

616-957-9663

Directions

New Hwy 6 E. off 131 to M-37,
N. to 28th St., Right on 28th, One
mile from M-37 North
Just East of Paris Ave.
Next to Design Quest on your left.

Ad space available.

THE HERITAGE
COMPANY

BILL ADAMS
PRESIDENT
960
INDUSTRIAL

Supply Buy and Sell old woodwork, doors windows and all other old house parts.

PARKWAY
PLAINWELL MI
49080
PH 269-685 2646

Open Wed – Sat 11-5
269-385-1004
150N. Edwards
Kalamazoo, MI 49007

Architectural Salvage and

Chip carving hand out from Dan French.

Some extra photos of Dan’s craftsmanship. His chip carved quilt, ornaments and crosses. Note the nickel in the miniature basket photo to get a size perspective.

